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Jo HN xx. v. 29. 
Jeſus ſaith unto him Thomas becau ſe 


Thou haſt ſeen Thou haſt believed, 
bleſſed are they that have not ſeen 
and yet have believed. © 


HE occaſion of theſe words, as we 
learn from the Context was this : 
Our Lord had ſhown himſelf afrer 
his reſurrection to Mary Magdalen 
rſt, and afterwards to ſome of his Diſci- 
ples : Thomas Was not then with them, and 
as ſo far from giving credit to his fellow 
\poſtles, when they told him their Lord 
as again riſen from the dead, and that they 
nad ſeen him, that he dgelares he would not 
delieve his own eyes in that affair, except he 
bould ſee in his hands the print of the nails, 
nd thruſt his hand into his ſide. Some time 
fter this our Saviour, the doors being ſhut, 
ppears again to his Diſciples, and conde- 
ends to give Thomas, who was then with 
em, the demonſtration he deſired to have; 
*. A that 


W —— 


3 
in 


444. 4 
7 > 
4248 » 


74 


2 4 SERMON Preached at the 


that he was the ſame Perſon, whom they 

had ſeen crucified, and knew to be dead and 

laid in the grave: reach hither, ſays 

our Lord to him, zhy finger and behold my | 

hands, and reach hither thine hand and thruſt 

it into my ſide, and be not faithleſs but believing. i , 
U 


THE hitherto incredulous Apoſtle could 
not withſtand the light of ſo clear and full 
an evidence, his ſcruples are immediately ſa- 
tisfied, his doubts vaniſh, and he owns him- } 
ſelf convinced, not only of our Saviour's re- 
ſurrection from the dead, but of his Divini- 
ty alſo (a); ſince He had been able to fullfill 
his own Prediction and Promiſe concerning | 
himſelf, namely, that he had Power 10 lay 
down his life and to take it again, and that 
if the Fews ſhould deſtroy the Temple of his 
Body, He would raiſe it again to life in three 


days Thomas anſwered and ſaid unto ug 
him My Lord and my God, (a) - Jef 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, in his anſwer to ay 


St. Thomas's declaration of his Belief, doth f f 
not ſeem to commend him for ſubmitting to 
the evidence of a Demonſtration, which it was 
not in his power to reſiſt: the words of the 


(a) By our Saviour's reply to St. Thomas, it is plain He un- 
derſtood theſe words my Lord and my God, to be a profeſſion to 
of his Belief that He was his Lord and his God: this ſufficiem- | 
ly confutes their opinion who would have them to be nothing Pre 
more than a ſudden Exclamation, expreſſing his wonder : 
What was come to pals. 7 


| 3 Ter 


LY 


us ſee up 
deſign the words I have choſen for the Sub- 
ject of the following Diſcourſe were ſpoken 
by our Lord: what 1 have more to offer 
ſhall be levelled chiefly againſt thoſe Scepti- 
cal and Unbelieving Perſons who would de- 
ſtroy the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and are for having us deny our aſſent to all 
Propoſitions we do not demonſtratively know 
Ito be true, or are not able fully to - 
ing Pg + ; "FE 
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Text imply rather co of his Incredu- 


lity, that he would neither be convinced by 
the teſtimony of his fellow Diſciples, nor 
by the Miracles he had himſelf ſeen wrought 
by his Maſter, to prove that he came from 
God: they intimate, that his giving his af 
ſent at laſt to a Truth proved to him beyond 
the Power of contradiction, gave him no title 
to the reward of a true Believer, but that 
this belongs: rather to thoſe who ſhould in 
ſome meaſure ſubmit their Reaſon to Faith, 
that is, believe the Revelations and depend 
upon the Promiſes of God, though the things 
Promiſed or Revealed were in their Appre- 
henſions improbable, and to their Under- 
ſtandings incomprehenſi ble: bleſſed, ſays our 
Lord, are they that have not Ga and yer have 
believed. 


So thus much I think is ſufficient to let 
on what occaſion, and with what 
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IN oppoſition to theſe Sticklers for Reaſon | 
againſt Faith, 1 ſhall endeavour | 


1. To ſtare the Notions of Faith and Know- 
ledge, and ſhew in what they differ from | 
each other, and ee they agree. | 


Uah. I SHALL prove that we may be o- fl © 


bliged to aſſent to ſome truths which we can- | 
not fully comprehend : or in other words, | 
that we are bound to believe the Articles | 
of our Faith, though ſome of them be My- | 
ſteries above our Reaſon. 


- Illah. I SHALL anſwer os Objections 


_ IVthh. I HALL conſider how far Faith 


is an act of our will, and as ſuch rewardablc 
by God. 


I. As to the firſt particular, viz. the diffe- 
rence between Faith and Knowledge, I take 
it to be this — Knowledge is the perſwaſion 
of the truth of a Propoſition ariſing from 
the evidence of our Senſes, or from the 
clear deduction of our Reaſon, and Faith is 
the belief of a Propoſition founded upon 
the teſtimony of ſome perſon who aſſures us 
of its being true: and as we may believe 2 
thing either upon the account of its being 
told us by Man, or revealed to us by God 
the uſual diſtinction of Faith into a divine 
and human Faith is very juſt——! IT 


being aſſured that it is true. 
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I x is to be obſerved that our Senſes, our 
Reaſon, and the teſtimony of another, 
whether God or Man, agree thus far, that 
they are ſeveral ways, not only of our bei 

informed of any Propoſition, but alſo of our 
By which ſo- 
ever of theſe ways we come to be informed 


Y of any truth, we may ſafely give our aſſent, 


where we are ſatisfied we are not deceived 
in that Information, though we cannot con- 
firm our ſelves in this belief by either of the 
other two methods of Information. 


Thus a Man might be ſufficiently ſatis- 
fied of this Truth, that our Saviour is riſen 
from the Dead: either by ſeeing him him- 
ſelf, and converſing with him after his Re- 
ſurrection, as the Apoſtles did, or by their 
Teſtimony witneſſing the fame, and con- 
firming the truth of their Teſtimony by 
working undqubted Miracles: either of theſe 
proofs alone, would be ſufficient to gain 
the aſſent of any - reaſonable Man, tho' he 
could bring no Arguments from reaſon of 
the probability of ſuch an event: nay though 
it appeared to him unlikely and improbable. . 
In both caſes the Evidence is certain, and the 
Proofs infallible, as depending both alike 
upon the veracity and Goodneſs of God , 
who would neither ſuffer us to be deceived 
by our own Senſes about an Object within 
their 2 in a Caſe "a ſuch Import- 

ance, 


6 AA SERMON Preached at the 


ance, nor aſſiſt an Impoſtor to deceive us, 
bey ond the poſſibility of a detection, by : 


ae him his ſeal of Miracles. 


Turk are likewiſe ſeveral Tincks,. the 5 
ange of which we arrive at by the dedu- 
ction of rcaſon only; as when from clear and 
evident Principles we draw ſuch concluſions | 
as evidently follow from them: To theſe, ' 
though they relate to ſuch things as cannot 
be the Objects of our Senſes, or are ſuch as | 

we were. never informed of by the Teſtimo- 
ny either of God or Man, we may however | 
ſafely give our Aſſent, and that upon the | 
fame grounds I have already mentioned, vr. 


that it cannot be reconciled to the Veraci- 
ty and Goodneſs of God, that our Reaſon 
when ſoberly and impartially attended to, 


ſhould neceflarily lead us into error, in mat- 


ters that are within its Sphere. 


T avs our - Reaſon, our Senſes and the Teſti- 


mony of another are ſo many ſeveral ways of 
Information and Grounds of our Aſſent: ei- 


ther of them may be depended upon, if we | 


_ uſe due caution to prevent our being de- 
ccived, any of them, if we are not ſuffici- 
ently careful, may lead us into Error. Our 

. Senſes may miſinform us when they are dif 
ordered, or when the Object is at an im- 
proper diſtance: our Reaſon may lead us 
into miſtakes, when we Exerciſe it about 
281728 matters 
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matters above its comprehenſi- on, or when 
we are too haſty in our concluſions about 
ſuch things as are within its reach: we may 
likewiſe by a too eaſy Credulity ſuffer our 
ſelves to be deceived by the ſubtlety of an 
Impoſtor. The ſafeſt way to prevent our 
being impoſed upon by any of theſe means 
of information, is to make uſe of as many 
of them as the Subject will bear, to aſcer- 

a FE knowledge or to diſcover our mi- 

ſta thus we may by Reaſon correct the 
errors of Scnſe, or try any pretences to Re- [ 
velation: for this we may be aſlured of, 
that God cannot contradict himſelf in the 
ſeveral ways he makes uſe of to diſcover 
Truth to Men: ſo that no Revelation can 
come from Him which directly and clearly 
contradicts the plain evidence of Senſe or 
the certain concluſions of Reaſon : if this 
were poſſible we might then have Demon- 
tration on both ſides of the Queſtion, we 
i. might have Proofs equally ſtrong that a thing 
of is, and is not true at the ſame time, in 
4- which caſe it would not be in our Power to 
believe any thing at all about it. 


be | Tavs fac Kijowledye * Faith agree, 

Ir that we are certain of any Truth, whether 
it be proved to us by the plain Evidence of 
18 


our Senſes, or Demonſtrated by the clear 
deduction of our Reaſon, or affirmed by 
it the undoubted Revelation of God. And 
i 1 indeed 


rer 
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indeed our belief of any Propoſi tion upon 
any one of theſe kinds of Evidence, may 
not improperly be called Science or Knowledge, 
as being founded upon certain Proofs, all off 
them reſolved ultimately into the Veracity * 
and Goodneſs of God. We believe our Sen. . 
ſes or our Reaſon, becauſe we think it in- 
conſiſtent with that Goodneſs which we are 
ſure muſt be inſeparable from the Divine Being, | 
to lay us under a neceſſity of believing a fall. 7 
hood, by giving us Faculties and Powers 
which would unavoidably betray us into Er- 
ror, though uſed with the utmoſt care and | 
caution : and we believe whatever Revelati- M . 
on is proved to come from God to be true, 


becauſe we are ſure his Wiſdom is ſuch, he | be! 
cannot err, and his Goodneſs ſuch, he will | Ne 
not deceive. * 
the 
WHEN once we have by deduction of 1 * 
Reaſon proved any Revelation to come from on 
God, we then believe every thing contained = 
therein, becauſe He has faid ie - if ſome u 
things to our Reaſon ſhould appear unlikely ya 
and improbable, this do's not ſhake our 0 
Faith, becauſe we believe our ſelves to be * 
frail and weak, ſhortſighted and ſubject to il ©* 
error, and we know God to be Infinite in 
_ Wiſdom and Power. And this is all that 
is meant, when we ſay Reaſon is to ſubmit 2 


to Faith: we are to uſe our Reaſon to ex- 
amine whether any Revelation that pretends 
to 


* in S 9 


— "Mo have God for its Author, really came 
det From Him or not: but when once we are 
-Eflurcd that it did; nothing but vain preſum- 


ED, 


4 ption, ſelf conceit, and too high an opinion 
f our own Wiſdom, can keep us from be- 
Wicving all that He has revealed, though we 
Fcan neither comprehend the manner, how 


are a 

ng the things revealed ſhould be true, nor ſee 
} = 

the reaſonableneſs of them: in this caſe we 

al- 

ers Fought to remember what St. Paul ſays, that 

Er. he b fooliſhneſs of God, is wiſer than Men, and 

Abbe weakneſs of God is Arorger than Men. 


* THERE is likewiſe this batch Agreement 
„5 : | 
he | between Knowledge and Faith, that both 


Reaſon and Revelation diſcover many things 
to us but in part: both of them lead us by 
the evidence of things whereof we have clear 
and diſtinct Conceptions, into the aſſurance of 
things whereof we have only confuſed and 
-4 imperfect Notions; both of them inform 
us of truths, which at leaſt in this life, muſt 
ly remain Myſteries to us. However it is uſual 
| for us to make uſe of the word Myſtery to 


- ſignify ſome truth, which we come to the 
* knowledge of, only by Revelation. 

a Tavs the Immenſity of God, and the In- 
it I carnation. of the Son of God, are alike My- 
* ſterious to us, though one of theſe is dedu- 
s cible from Reaſon, and the other was brought 
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ſec them both as yet through a Glaſs 410. 
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to light by Revelation: theſe truths are de 
monſtrated to us by different ways, but we ; 


> 8 


by what we know and comprehend, we arc 
certain there is ſomething more in theſe My. 
ſteries, to us, in this life at leaſt, unfathomable, 
we bchold a part of them clearly enough to 


be aſſured there is much more behind the ou 


oe 


A 


II. AND this leads me to the Second thing un 
was. to prove, namely, that we are obliged f w! 
to aſſent to ſome truths, we cannot fully an 


comprehend : or in other words, that we are V 
bound to believe the Articles of our rant 


though ſome of them be My ſeries above 


A MrsT ERV is very well dcfin'd to be cc 
a divine truth, which is revealed to us but R 
in part: it is called a Myſtery upon a double tb 
account, I. becauſe we come to ſo much It 
knowledge as we have of it by Revelation is 
only, whereas we could never have diſcover- t. 
ed it by any natural means of knowledge fe 


ve are now poſſeſſed of; and 2. becauſe now V 


it is revealed to us, by reaſon of the ſublime te 
nature of the Object, and the narrowneſs of 1: 


our Faculties in our preſent mortal ſtate, we P 
| P 


are capable of knowing it but in . 


'N o W when I ſay we are to believe any 
Myſtery 
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Myſtery of our Religion, my meaning is that 
N we ought to give our aſſent to the whole 
Fruth diſcovered to us, as well that part of 


| well 
0 t which is obſcure, as what we clearly and 
are iſtincty perceive : this afſent to both parts 
My- Hof a Myſtery, is called Faith or belicf, be- 


able, Wcauſe it is wholly founded upon the teſtimo- 
1 to Iny of God. Now that it is our duty to give 
the Four aſſent to the whole Myſtery, not only 
Iſo much of it as we clearly comprehend, 
but alſo that part of it which is above our 
ing underſtanding, is evident from hence that the 
ged whole Myſtery is revealed to us by God, 
ally © and the truth of the whole depends upon His 
are Wiſdom, Veracity and Goodneſs. 

Ih, 

Y 


WHATEVER Propoſition is proved to be 
revealed by God, we have as great certainty 
of the truth of it, as we can have of the 
concluſion of the ſtricteſt Demonſtration by 
Reaſon : now we never refuſe our aſſent to 
the concluſion of a Demonſtration, though 
it leads us to a truth, the manner of which 
is above our comprehenſion; we ought 
therefore, except we will think God is more 
fallible than our own Reaſon, or that he 
would. lead us into error by a Revelation, 
to believe all that he reveals, how much 
ſoever it be above our underſtanding to com- 
prehend : otherwiſe we ſhall be guilty of de- 
pending more upon our own Reaſon, than 


me ny. and 4 ef G 


2 < | 
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To inſtance in one of the moſt contro 
verted Articles of our Faith: I find it con. 
tain'd in the Scriptures, of whoſe divine 1 
Inſpiration I am convinced by Arguments 
ſufficient to ſatisfy an Impartial Enquirer, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, God and 
Man: I therefore give my Aſſent to theſe 
Propoſitions as revealed by God. I cannot 
indeed comprehend how two Natures are u- 
nited in Chriſt, but I form an imperfect No. Ii 
tion of it from the Union of the Soul and 
Body in a Man, which I cannot help believ- | n 
| Ing, though the manner of that Union be | 
allo * | Co 
he 

AGAIN though can have no clear L. ; 
dea of the Eternal Generation of the Son of 
God, yet I may form a general and imper- | 
fect Notion of his Sonſhip, from what I know of | 
the relation between a Father and his Son a- 
mongſt Men; it is true this is a very impro- | 
per and imperfect repreſentation, and far | 
more unlike what it is brought to ſignify 
than the colours ſpread upon a Canvas are 
to a living Man: but it conveys the clear- Ne 
eſt Image to my Mind I am now capable of | 
receiving, except it ſhould pleaſe Almighty 
God. to create in me new Faculties and Pow- 
ers of Knowledge, or to enlarge thoſe which 
1 already have. 


4 N all Revelations be to us of the In- 
viſible 


. - 0 1 —̃ 
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& yifible World, it pleaſeth God to make uſe 


n. Jof ſuch Notions and Expreſſions as are fami- 


liar to us, ſuch as arc taken from things 
Ewe are daily converſant with: and if this be 
not the only way by which we are capable 
Jof arriving at the Knowledge of divine Mat- 
ters, we have good reaſon to think it is the 
Mpeſt way for us, becauſe infinite Wiſdom hath 
thought fit to make choice of it. Thus God 
o- Min Scripture is ſaid to Sce and Hear and Un- 
derſtand, by which is meant his infinite 
I nowledge of all things, of the manner of 
which we are not able to Frame the leaſt 
Conception. Thus again, the Operation of 
Ihe divine Grace upon the Soul, is ſhadow-_ 
ed to us by the nouriſhment of our Bodies 
py Meat and Drink, and the everlaſting Hap- 
Pineſs of the Saints in Heaven figur'd to us 
under the groſs ſatisfactions of Senſe, the 


a- pleaſures of Feaſting, and the ſplendor of a 
ro- Ningdom. In all theſe Caſes we are to be- 
far ieve the reality of the Exiſtence of theſe di- 
if Fine Objects, thus imperfectly repreſented to 
are is; we arc to Frame likewiſe ſome general 
ar- Notion of them, from what we know of 
of Whoſe things to which they are faid to bear a 


ity ſeſemblance: Fog may we very well con- 
W. Flude that the Happineſs of the Bleſſed here- 
ich fter ſhall be excecdingly Great; becauſe it 

| compared to thoſe things in which Men 
ake the greateſt Pleaſure in this Life; but 
ve muſt alyays think the Type comes far 
ſhort 
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ſhort of the Original, and therefore we muſt 

not Reaſon about divine Matters from the 

Analogy of thoſe things to which they are It! 

compared. £9 * 
Now when we fay that Faith goes fur. 

ther than Knowledge, or that it is our Du-W 


ty to believe more than we can Compre-l 
hend, the Enemies of reveal'd Religion pre. 


tend this to be an impoſſibility: becauſe ol 7 
they, we cannot Exerciſe the faculties of out 
Minds at all about ſuch Objects as we have p 
no Ideas of: this Objection and ſome others f 
upon which they ſeem to lay the greateſt Pn 
Streſs, I come now in the third place to 

conſider. SZ. 


III. T 1s Objection if there be any thing in pf 
it will prove too much: for if we muſt diſc 
believe the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religi-Whe 
on, becauſe they contain many things aboveWut 
our Comprchenſion, we muſt for the ſameWon 
Reaſon deny our afſent to many Philoſophical 
Truths proved to us by the cleareſt Evidence, MW k 
which it is notwithſtanding out of the reach ter. 
of our Reaſon to explain. Thus the genen x 
ral Law of Gravitation is thought to be ſuf Nat 
ficiently proved, and yet it will remain perWhat 
fectly inexplicable how a Body ſhould AaPur 
at a diſtance, where it is not: and thereforꝙn tl 
it muſt at laft, be reſolved info the Will offre: 
the Almighty Creator of all things. But iWppe 
this affair be ſtill thought _ to diſputepot 
giVg bey C 


bd 
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give me leave to chooſe another Inſtance, vis. 


e Ithat of the Union of the human Soul and 


Body. Whoever ſhould deny this Union, 
muſt be ſo much a Sceptic, that it would be 
Poſt time to endeavour to convince him, and 
Pet I believe I may venture to promiſe the 
moſt ſagacious Enquirer into Nature, a clear 
End perfect Explanation of the moſt myſte- 
Fious Article of the Chriſtian Faith, when 
e ſhall give me a Satisfatory account, how 
Spirit and a material root can Act up- 
on one another. 


IT 1 not indeed contrary to Reaſon 
hat they ſhould do ſo, nay I am aſſured 
in f it by Experience, and therefore cannot 
efuſe my Aſſent to this Propoſition, that 
„ he Soul and Body Act upon cach other: 
Put it is at preſent perfectly above my Rea- 
Won to eee the manner how. 

Bur if this be all that is meant by a My- 
ery, that we know it but imperfectly and 
n part, then, ſay they, almoſt every thing in 
ature may be called a Myſtery : I anſwer 
What there is ſtill a wide difference between 
Pur Knowledge of the appearances of Nature 
n the material World, and that which. we 
Ire able to attain in Divine matters. The 
appearances of Nature lye out of our reach, 
ot ſo much upon the account of their being 


70nd Our comprehenſion, as for our want 
of 
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of means to come at the knowledge of them: J 
and therefore when new means and greater 
helps have been found out, to improve our 
knowledge, we have accordingly made fur. 
ther progreſs in our reſearches and greater q 
diſcoverics in the nature of Things. Thus has 
the uſe of Glaſſes brought to our knowledge £ 
many things relating to the Sun and Planets, ? 


0 


. 


as well as to thoſe Objects that by reaſon of ple 
their ſmallneſs eſcape the view of the naked et 
Eye, which without thoſe aſſiſtances we Pad 
ſhould never have been able to diſcover. VO. 
And indecd as to the material World, I am mf 


apt to think moſt, if not all the appearances Wal 
of Nature, with their Cauſes and Effects might ir 
be perfectly comprehended by us, if an exact 
account of them were by ſome ſuperior In- 
telligence communicated to us: if an Angel 
for inſtance, were to give us a compleat V- 
ſtem of Philoſophy, I make no doubt but it} 
might be fully underſtood by the human 
Mind. But as to Divine matters the caſe is| 
far otherwiſe :- all the aſſiſtances that can be 
given to our Senſes, all the improvements 
of our Reaſon will never enable us in this} 
our Mortal State, fully to comprehend the 
nature of them: Such knowledge is, in this life, 
too vonder ful and excellent for us, we cannoi 
attain unto it. t me 


(a) 
21. 


* 
VATP 


THAT the dead Bodics of the Saints mull 
undergo a great change, before they can 
| inheri 
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ml wherit the kingdom of God, (a) that they ſhalt 
iter 3 de raiſed age. vv and immortal, () that 
our iu ſhall be faſbioned into the likeneſs of the 
far. $/271045 body of Chriſt himſelf, (c) that the ſtate 
iter Pe the bleſſed in Heaven ſhall be exceeding- 
has ) happy and glorious, is revealed in the 
age Periptures, with all the plainneſs we can de- 
ets, Wire: and yet to explain fully wherein their 
of Þleſſedneſs in Heaven ſhall conſiſt, was be- 
ked Fond the power even of an Apoſtle, who 
vel dad been caught up into Paradiſe, and heard 
ver. I vords which were unutterable. (4) Whatever 
amWvpreſſions were made upon his Mind in 
ice Nat extatic Viſion, it was not poſlible (e) for 
ght im to communicate them to others. Words 
rad hich muſt be borrwed from Worldly Ob- 
In. ts, can never expreſs it, Eye hath not ſeen, 
gel r Ear heard, neither can it, in this life, en- 

into the Heart of Man to conceive, what 


it it ; od hath prepared for them that love him. (F) 


AND this is what we mean when we ſay, 
| befFi© Articles of Faith are above our Reaſon ; 
ents ey are ſome part of them in their own. 

thisWature Incomprehenſible to our Faculties, in 

His imperfe& State: nay probably they will 
life e ſome of them ſo, even to Glorified Spi- 
uno its in Heaven: ſince we are in the Life to 
dme to be no more than AI Na equal to 


(a) I 2 7 15. 50. 1 1 cor. 15. 425 53. (e) Philip. 
21. — + 4/2 C12 1, * 3.4. eng 
n. inn ; £3 „„ 44 2.7 


the 
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the Angels, who are ſaid to deſire to pry 
into ſome of the Myſteries of Man's re · 
demption. — f 


vain therefore are all our attempts to 
conceive or explain, further than the Scrip- 
ture will bear us out, the Myſteries of Faith: 
as well may we hope to meaſure the Hea- 
> vens with a Span, as with the ſhort line of 
human Reaſon to Fathom the Depths of | 
them: for the reality of their Exiſtence we 
have all the Evidence can reaſonably be de 
fired, we have the Teſtimony of God him. 
ſelf, in thoſe holy Writings which have all 


the marks neceſſary to prove them to be the 7 
Word of God: as for the manner of theit|Þ Aid 
Exiſtence, the Nature of them is frequently. ty. 
ſhadowed to us by ſenſible Objects, but weir 
are to know thoſe Objects can be only im- ir 


perfect Types of the Originals they arc} 
brought to ſignify, and ſerve only to give 
3 us general and confus d Notions of them | 
Ks we muſt neither carry the Analogy too far 
4 nor Reaſon from the Properties of thoſe If 
mages of divine Truths, ſo as to concludeſt 
any thing more than is Revealed concerning 
the divine Truths themſelves thus repreſent ; 
ed to us. 


37 


Ir is Objeded 3 ſame, that —__ the 
pretence of Myſteries Men have been called 
* 1 Pet. 1. 12. 


upo 
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upon to believe Contradictions, which yet Ita) 
ry Is not in any Man's power to believe. 


Ix anſwer to this, 1 readily own, it is 
Empoſlible for a Man to believe both parts 
Jof a Contradiction, whatever Proofs are 


rip. 1} brought to ſupport them: for this Reaſon, 
th: e reject the Tranſubſtantiation of the 


Church of Rome, which would have us be- 
of Nieve, the ſame thing to be Bread, and to 
pe the Body of Chriſt at the ſame time, 
FKontrary' to the Evidence of Senſe and Rea- 
on, which no pretence to Revelation can 
et aſide, as was laid down in the beginning 


pf this Diſcourſe. —— | 
: THOSE who endeavour to hew a Contra- 


the} 

eit iction in the Article of the Blefled Trini- 
itt, either know not the Doctrine of the Tri- 
Weſ nity, or are ignorant of the nature of a Con- 
im. tradiction: for we do not believe the divine 
are Nature to be Three and One in the ſame 
we enſe, this indeed would be a flat Contra- 


Hickion: on the contrary we affirm that the 
Cod-head is One and Three in different re- 
pects. We find in the Scriptures a diſtin- 


de ion in the God-head of Father, Son and 
ing gtloly Ghoſt plainly Expreſſed, in the Com- 


niſſion to Baptixe in the name of the Father, 
on and Holy Ghoſt (a) not to mention many 
other Texts; particularly that plain one in 


thelSt, Johns Epiſtle (6) the Genuineneſs of which 
led ( Marr, 28, 19. (5) 1 John 5. 7, 5 


8 
Bo» 4 — 
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has I think been Gaſſiciently defended by a8 
Learned Men. This diſtinction the Church ar 
has thought fit to expreſs by the word Per. fo 
ſon, not that this gives us a proper Idea, but ec 
becauſe we have never a better. That theſe l 
three Perſons are not three diſtinct different 
Gods, I conclude from thoſe places of Scrip-® 
ture which Aſſert the Unity of the Godhead. | ſe 


SINCE therefore I find in Scripture theſe P. 
three Perſons ſeparately as well as jointly 
mention'd as God, and divine Worſhip paid 
them as ſuch, I think my ſelf bound, as 1 fc 
am taught in that excellent Crecd, common-| rc 
oy called the Athanaſian, to Worſhip the Triity|? 
in Unity, neither confounding the Perſons, nor di. 
_— the Subſtance : : He acknowledging thereſ 


| and an Union in another. 


How great this diſtinction is, how ſtridl | 
the Union, I own to be far above my Rea- fc 
ſon in this Life, and I am apt to think it al 
will ever be out of the reach of my Under- 
derſtanding fully to Comprehend, in the o- 
ther: (a) and therefore I think I ought to 
content my ſelf with ſuch imperfect Notions 
of theſe n as I am now pablo of. ſuch ; 


a The Nature of God muſt be for ever Ineqasſechenſil 
to every Finite Underſtanding , how enlightened Hoyer 3 
be. vid. Chr yſoſt. _ e % 


* * 5 


by 


nſible 
er it 
„ 


by 


7 Goodneſs. 
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as are ſufficient to inſtruct and incourage 
any Man in the good Conduct of his Life, 
for which purpoſe principally God was pleaſ- 
ed to make known ſo much of this Myſte- 
ry to Man: and this gives an Anſwer to a- 
nother Objection brought againſt the Myſte- 
ries of our Holy Faith, namely, that it can 
ſerve to no end for God to Reveal to Man 
ſuch things as are above his Reaſon to Com- 


z e den 


IN anſwer to Jchis 1 think it : wa be 
ſufficient to ſay, that when we can give no 
reaſons for God's diſpenſations with us, we 

ought-notwirthſtanding to believe them to be 
Wiſe .and Gracious, becauſe they proceed. 
from Him the Fountain of Wiſdom and 
| A due ſenſe of the weakneſs of 
human underſtanding, would never ſuffer us 
to think our ſelves competent Judges of the 
proceedings of an Infinite Being: and there- 
fore we ſhould, when they ſeem unaccount- 
able to our Reaſon, adore what we cannot 
comprehend. However, as to the matter 
before us, the Myſteries of our Holy Reli- 
gion, it would not be difficult to go through 


all the Articles of our Faith, and ſhew that 


ſo much knowledge as we have of them is 
ſufficient to furniſh us with powerful Motives 
to engage us in a good life, the chief end 


for Which all Revelations were made, and 


far bien we were ſent into the World 
Tanvs 
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Tus is the belief of the Trinity, and of 
the ſeveral Parts each Perſon is Revealed to 
kave performed in the affair of Man's Salvation, 
of the Doctrines of the Incarnation of our 
Saviour, and the Satisfaction he has made for 
the Sins of the World, very proper to give 
us due Sentiments of the Juſtice of God, his 


hatred to e and his mercy to neee 


' 


this: was the only way, which Infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom could invent: But that Almighty God 


was pleaſed to chooſe this way, to ſend his 


beloved Son to live a life of humiliation and 
forrow and to dic a ſhameful and painful 
Death, For as Men and for our Salvation,” is 
enough to ſtir us up to the higheſt gratitude 
and love towards him, to make us to the 
laſt degree fearful of offending him, and yet 
to encourage us when we have offended, 
not to diſpair of Mercy. but to turn to him 
by +. 42000008 5 


Fox how great was the: lere of God: to 
Man, who rather than we fhould periſh, Was 
N to redeem us by the Sufferings and 

Death 


IT is a vain and fruitleſs Speculation for us 

to enquire, whether God could not have 
found out fome other way to ſave fallen 
Mankind, beſides that of ſending his Son to 
take our Nature upon him, and to ſuffer 
Death in our ſtead. And it is ſurely exceed- |: 
ingly raſh and preſumptuous to affirm, that 
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om Dcath of his beloved Son? How great was 


on, His hatred to Sin, and how inflexible his 
ove Fuſtice ? ſince He would not pardon Sin, 
for Fvithour fo ineſtimable a Price paid for the 

Fanſom of Sinners: and yet what encourage- 
Fnent is given to repenting Sinners to fly to 
his Mercy, ſince he has, rather than they ſhould 
Fpcriſh, contrived ſo wonderful and aftoniſh- 
ing a Method to ſave them? 


Tuus was ſo much knowledge as we 
Fhave of our bleſſed Saviour's Incarnation, (and 
the ſame might be made appear of moſt of 
the other Myſteries of our Holy Religion) 
Jnot given us only for amuſement or to 
puzzle our Minds with difficulties, but it 
is profitable for correction, for inſtruction in 
1] righteouſneſs: though there are many things 
in theſe divine Revelations involved in clouds 
and darkneſs, yet is there enough of them ſo 
clear and bright as to be ſufficient, to make 
them a Lantern to our Feet, and a Light unto 
our Paths. | 
Ic I} Thar there is ſo little Revealed to us in the 
t I Myſteries of the Goſpel, is perhaps, becaufe 
, we are in this preſent mortal State incapa- 
n ble of knowing more, or perhaps higher de- 
| grees of Knowledge would be unfafe for us, 
becauſe we ſhould be in danger of being 
puffed up by them, (a) or there may be other 
\f - ) oin 72. N N | 20 ou CopOiggy 79 — de 
I 


Reaſons 
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Reaſons, to us unknown. why we have ſo 
much as we have, and no more, diſcovered tl 
to us of theſe divine Truths. It is our b: 
duty therefore with Humility and Thank. FF V 
fulneſs to be contented with ſo much Light l f© 
as is afforded us, and make that uſe of it P« 
for which it was given us. le 


IV. I CoME now in the Fourth and laſt or 
place to conſider how far Faith may be ac- s 
counted an Act of our will, and as ſuch, re- 
wardable by God. n 


Ir is certain that the aſſent to any Pro- iti 
poſition which appears to me evidently true, 
can no more, of it ſelf, pretend to a Reward, | 
than beholding the Light when the Sun Þ 
ſhines can : now if I am convinced that any 
Revelation comes from God, and therefore 
believe it, my Faith is the ſame Operation 
of my Mind as when I aſſent to the conclu- 
fion of a Demonſtration : if ſuch a Faith 
therefore is rewardable by God, it is not for | 
its own ſake, but upon ſome other account: 
Either the care we have taken to fit our 
Minds for the reception of Divine truths, or 
the Influence thoſe truths have upon the 
Conduct:iof our lives, It is true the Per- 
ception of truth, of what kind ſoever, is 
entirely an Act of the underſtanding, and 
conſequently cannot be of a Moral nature; 
but in order to prepare our Minds for the 

| per. 


. 
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* perception of truths, eſpecially Divine truths, 
4 chere are many things to be previouſiy done 
ur by us, which it is entirely in our Power 
. whether we will do or not, and therefore 
. ſo far as our belief of any Divine truth, de- 

e upon our doing theſe things or neg- 
baing them, ſo far is it voluntary, and ſo 
far does our Faith entitle us to a Reward, or 

16 | N our Infidelity become Criminal and make 
c. [Jus liable to Puniſhment. | | | 


8 


es" 1 

£08 

-» EN /\. 
3 

. 

1 "oY 


3 Tas firſt ſtep we are to take in order to 

Jebis preparation of our Mind, is to be atten- 
tive to the Evidence which the Goſpel Re- 
4 W.ciation brings with it, of its being true; 


4 to conſider well and weigh it as the Import- 
un Fence of the thing deſerves. 
. ; 

or 3 THAT this Revelation is often neglected, 
on by the Buſy, the Voluptuous, the Indolent 
In. and Careleſs, but eſpecially by the Vicious 
th Part of the World, is no Reaſon for us to 
or | Fiſregard or reject it: every one knows that 


t N ruth has no dependance upon our belief or 
ur | _obclict of it. 


he 14 Propoſi tion may have all the Demon- 
er. [Fration in the World of its being rrue, and 
is et we may never Aſſent to it, nay we may 
nd e wholly Ignorant of it, becauſe we have 
Never employed our Thoughts at all about 
he I: ſuch Ignorance in a Man may be with- 
D 54.9.5 +2, - Our 
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out blame, if the things to be known do 
not at all concern him, ſuch as are many 
Propoſitions in the Sciences. But when ever 
any Man has propos'd to him a Doctrine as 
coming from God, and is withall told that Y 
upon his receiving or rejecting it, his e- 
ternal Happineſs or Miſery depends; it s 
indiſpenſably his Duty, as he is a Creature no 
dued with Reaſon, ſeriouſſy and andre 

to conſider, and examine all the Proofs he is 
able to meet with, which are brought to ſup. I: 
port or to oppole the divine Authority of 1h 


0 
1 


: 


this Doctrine. 55 | | Im 
| 1 I; 
THis Bin tion ought to be 3 er 


upon, with the greateſt humility, upon the to 
account of the weakneſs of our underſtanding Z Ito 
and the incomprehenſible nature of God | the 
with Reverence and Fear, as being an Affaiſ 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to us. 4 


ſare 
War muſt we think then 0 thaf yo 
Writer (4) who would have us try the mo : 107 
mentous truths of our Religion by the tcp 
of banter and ridicule? as if it were an aj 1 
gument that a Doctrine were falſe or frivo 7 A 
ſous. unworthy of God or of no importance. 
to Man, becauſe an intemperate Wit is ablf pray 
to burleſque it, or to break a Jeſt upon itÞy;q 
Surely compar'd with ſuch madneſs as thi isfy 
oe we 5 call it Wiſdom for a Man eie 


: TE 1 im, 
: „ of 

1 Fel, gur 00 
. * n a 
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caft Arrows, and Firebrands and Death , and 
27 th am not J in ſpore? | | 


at Tn ERE is another thing abſolutely ne- 
C- ceſſary for any one who is employ d in a bu- 
q ſineſs of ſuch conſequence as is that ſearch 
en. after truth 1 am now ſpeaking of, and that 
ay is Fervent Prayer to God, to lead him into 
all neceſſary truth. I do not here mention 
up. our beſeeching God to ſend us the Grace of 
on his Holy Spirit, becauſe I am now addreſſing 

my ſelf to ſuch as do not believe revealed 

Religion: but they ſurely cannot deny Pray- 
red er to God, whom the very Heathens believed 
the to be the Author and giver of good Gifts (b), 
line to be a part of natural Religion: and yet by 
the ludicrous manner in which they general- 
ly ſpeak and write about Religious Subjects, 


[Fare ever in a diſpoſition fit to pray, "that one 
the would be rather inclined to belicve, God 4s 
mop in all their ny 

; if}. 

n af I's any Man after a ſerious and unptejudiced 
rivop 7 1 50 entered upon under an humble ſenſe 
rancÞ is own weakneſs, joyned with Feryent 
s abi Prayer to the Father of lights, to aſſiſt and 
n \Wuide him, ſhould be till unable fully to ſa- 
s th isfy himſelf of the truth of the Chriſtian 
an | — 2 if ſuch unbelief is unavoidable to 
5 will not preſume to ſay it will be 


* ober ow) Callim. ys in Jovem, 8 ; 
D 4 ac 


04 


there appears fo little reaſon to imagine they 
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accounted Criminal, by a merciful and gra. 
cious God: I ſhould rather be inclined to 
think the merits of our Saviour might ob- 
tain a Pardon, even for one who did not 
believe on him, if he had done every thing 
which could be expected of him to inform 
himſelf. br | 1 3 


IF after all this care and caution he is IF 1: 
fill ignorant, I ſhould think ſuch ignorance c 
involuntary, and therefore excuſable : but e 
let no Man deceive himſelf and imagine it F k 
will be excuſable for him, to disbelieve or to F g 
be ignorant, when that ignorance and unbe- 
lief is owing to his own negligence and F 
ſloth, that he would not be at the pains to F S 
give his attention to what is revealed in the ff 
Goſpel, or to examine whether it be worthy if 


belicf or not. e. 


TE Judgment we make of things is thu tl 
far voluntary, that we can withdraw our at $ 

tention, when the caſe would otherwiſe b. 
perfectly clear to us, and by that means 2 


void the conviction which the Argument, i F © 
attended to, would bring along with it: it iY b 
with the Underſtanding much as it is with F 1 
the Bodily Eye, what I ſee l cannot help ſee © 
ing, and what I underſtand I cannot help} it 
underſtanding : but as in the caſe of. viſibi c 
Objects I can ſhut my Eyes or turn them ap p. 
nother way, ſo I have it in my Power, 1½ ir 


tak 


o 
ob. 
N 
ing 
IM I hy, 
this behaviour becomes voluntary. 
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take my Thoughts off from any Subject that 
is offer d to my Conſideration, and fix them 
upon ſomething elſe: by this means do Men 
often avoid the conviction which would o- 
therwiſe break in upon their Minds, and 
then the Error or Ignorance con ſequent to 
In this 
Conduct they may be ſaid very properly to 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe they 
chooſe to be Ignorant of what they might 
eaſily know, and what they certainly would 
know if it were not for their own negli 
gence or obſtinacy. 


THis ſort of behaviour is ſometimes in 
Scripture expreſsd by thoſe phraſes of Mens 
ſhutting their Eyes, and ſtopping their Ears: and 


if by this means they are atterwards defici- * 


ent in their Belief, or irregular in their Pra- 
ice, it will be no excuſe for them to ſay 
they knew no better, ſince their Ignorance is 
wilfull and of their own chooſing. 


Bur further, ſince our Paſſions, Affecti- 
ons and Inclinations have a great Power to 
byaſs our Underſtandings, and induce us to 
make raſh, precipitate and falſe Judgments 
of things, or to procced in our Conduct as 
if we had made ſuch Judgments, it is as ne- 
ceſſary for us to keep our Minds out of the 
power-of theſe, if we would judge accord- 
ing to Truth, as it is for us 'to have our 

15 Eyes 
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Eyes (a) clear and free from diftemper and 3 
diſorder, if we would have a true view of 
viſible Objects: we muſt therefore, to make } 
us capable of a true Faith, ſubdue our Luſts i 
and Paſſions, not only thoſe Groſs and Sen- 

ſual ones, which are plainly owing to the Bo- 
dy, but even thoſe Jeſs obſervable, though 
not leſs dangerous ones, of the Soul: ſuch 
are Prejudice and Partiality, Pride and Self 
conceit; affection of Novelty or Singularity, 
the ambition of being a Head and Leader of 
a Sect. By theſe Men are often led into 
Error, and rendered obſtinare | in their Error. ¶ xe 


SOME Men out of a hatural warmth of A ,, 
aper take up with the firſt Appearances, 
if any thing makes a lively Impreſſion up- I be 
on their Imagination, they miſtake a ſtrong h 
Fancy that a thing is true or falſe, for a pr 
proof that it is ſo: theſe quickly give their IE. 
aſſent and as quickly change their opinions. 
Many are influenced in their belief by their 
hopes and fears: if a Man fits down to ex- tb 
amine into the truth of Chriſtianity with a 
fear he ſhould find it credible, and is all the 
while wiſhing it might not appear true 
to him, it is very probable he will never ar 
meet with the Conviction he is ſo defirous ; 
_ / Ry 
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1 ) This Compariſon is fi vently made uſe of by the 
Heathen Moraliſts. FR . 


sous 
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| SOME are again byaſſed by the particular 
Pay of Study they are uſed to: in this way 
e pf ble nothing will pleaſe the Orator 
put Eloquence, or the Mathematician but 
ric Demonſtration. It would be endleſs 
Mo reckon up all the prejudices and prepol- 
Fcflions which may obſtru& a Man's believing 
-| the Goſpel, how worthy of belief ſoever it 
18 3 ay appear to an impartial Enquirer : but I 
cl "Ybclicve no diſpoſition of Mind can render a 
elf Man more unfit to receive the Goſpel in its 
55 1 purity and ſimplicity than Ambition and Pride. 


Tus Phariſtes and leaders of the eus were 
kept from being convinced by the Miracles 
of our Saviour, becauſe they were afraid the 
Romans ſhould come and take away their place 
and Nation, becauſe they were too Proud to 
'P- be taught by the Son of 4 Carpenter, becauſe 
> Þ they loved the praiſe of Men more than the 
5 1 praiſe of God. And we have examples in 
ir Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of ſome who have turn- 
ed Hereticks, merely becauſe they were diſ- 
appointed of Preferment they expected in 
X- the, Church. 105 | 
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2 WS are told in Scripture, that God ref 2 
ic eth the proud and giveth grace to the humble. 
and that Wiſdom is revealed to the Meek: 
Hence it very often comes to paſs, that a 
Man's Faith in divine Revelations, and his be- 


ing ſound and ſtedfaſt in this Faith, is owing, 
not 


8 4 amm Preached at the” 
not ſo mock to the Greatneſs of his Capal 3 
city, as to the Purity of his Heart: not Gf 
much to his being endued with ſuperior 82 
gacity and quickneſs of Apprehenſion, as to 
his being Cloathed with Humility: ſo that 


if he is not rewardable for believing what! ul 
appears to him worthy of belief, yet will the® thi 
Mercy of God reward him, for preparing Ge 
his Mind for the Reception of divine Truth, ca 


by the exerciſe of thoſe Virtues and Graces, he 
without which he would never have beliey. Oc 
ed at all. | 3 of 


AGAIN, our Faith may be rewardable fa 
when the giving our Aſſent to what we can- 9 th 
not fully comprchend is not owing to an ae 
eaſy Credulity, or becauſe we will not be m 
at the pains of an Enquiry, but becauſe we [2 Pe 
are thoroughly affected with a due ſenſe of 
the Wiſdom of God, and a firm reliance up- 

on his Goodneſs; and can therefore content 
our ſelves with ſo much Knowledge in di- Ir 
vine Matters, as he has thought fit to com- Ill ®! 
municate to us: and are not for being Wile þ by 
above what is Written. If our Reaſon cries out b 
with Nicodemus how can theſe things be? our | 
Faith and Truſt in God is ready with this | 
Anſwer of our Lord, with Men it is impoſſible, 
but with God all things are poſſible. 
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Tars truſt in God's Wiſdom and Good 
ncls will diſpoſe us to believe 1 more than we 
955 can 
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t ſo can comprehend, and entitle us thereby to 


Sz. the bleſſing promiſed to thoſe who do not 


5 to ſee and yet believe: we ſhall by copying the 
tha Faith, obtain the rewards of faithful Abraham. 
hat who againſt hope believed in hope. The Fa- 
the! ther of the faithful believed the Promiſe of 
ing God, that in his Son 7/aac his ſeed ſhould be 
ith, called, would be certainly fulfilled ,- though 
ces, he ſhould flay that Son, as he was ready at 
ey. 1 God's command to do, before 7/aac had any 
Jaoffspring. He did not ſtagger in his Faith at 

the apparent Impoſlibility, but judging Him 
ble faithful who had Promiſed, and knowing 
an. that God was able even to raiſe him from the 
an dead, if that were neceſſary to fulfil his Pro- 
be miſe, he relied upon the Veracity and the 
we Power of God for the Performance. 


up Las TL our Faith ſhall be rewarded for 
nt | the good Effects it produces in us. and the 
di- | 7 Influence it has upon our lives. The Apoſtle 
m. St. Thomas was at firſt too ſlow of Heart to 
iſe believe the Reſurrection of our Lord, foretold 
ut by our Saviour himſelf, who had wrought ſo 
ur many Miracles before his eyes to prove the 
his | truth of his Miſſion, and atteſted by 52 
I Magdalen, and his fellow Diſciples, who ha 
ſcen. and converſed with our Lord after his 
Reſurrection. But when once he did believe, 
d- he reſted not in an unactive and lazy Faith, 
ve but gave proof, of the firmneſs of his belief 
an by labouring more ec the 
_— 
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Goſpel in the 'remoteſt Parts of the World 
with the moſt indefatigable Labour and the I 


greateſt Hazard, and at : daft 25 180 mann 4 / 
of it with his Blood. | wn 1 


LET us adore the Wiſdom of God, who p 
ſuffered an Apoſtle ſo unreaſonably to doubt 
of our Lord's Reſurrection, that we might 
have the ſtronger Evidence to build our Faith 
upon: and let us bleſs and praiſe his Holy | 
Name for the Graces manifeſted in St. Thoma 
after he did believe, for his unwearied pains 
and diligence in his Miniſtry: and let us“ 
take care that our Faith be fruitful in good 
Works, without which it is of no value in 
the ſight of God. 5 


Tris advice is of the utmoſt importance 
to every Chriſtian, but we of the Clergy. are 
obliged if it be poſſible, by ſtronger ties than | 
others, to let our Faith appear by our good | 
Works. Our Example is the moſt probable M- 
way to bring others by a like Faith and Obe- - 
dience, 10 glorify our Father which is in Hea- © 
ven: Whereas without a good Life, whatever W. - 
our Preaching is, we ſhall certainly help to . 
promote Infidelity in the World: ſince we ; 
may our ſelves be juſtly ſuſpected of unbe- 
lief, whilſt we are endeavouring to berſxade 
others to believe. | 


+ 445 — 413 4 


In a word, -nothing'b bat fincere Obedience 


to the Wilt of God can recommend any Man 
h 5 . | to 


0 by favour. Had we Faith that cold remoue 
3 ms, had we the knowledge "all Myfte- 
1 Pes, d we ue Akt 

eat with the Top 11 
Il vit hout Charity be 
ho Meliere the Goſpels, Jet: 
ib: he Goſpel. So Now” our Faith at laſt end 
ht In Sight, and our' Hope in Fruition of thoſe 
th Noys, which God has prepared for his faith 
Tr. _ E 8 in "another Its, YEN: 

aa 46 OM . . 

ins V the ſe Joys God js a”) PS 6555 us 
s 1 8 7 2 7 7 af Feſus: Chriſt *L 2 
= to Fm with the Father and tht Holy Ghoſt 
TO Perſons and One Eternal God, be all Ho- 
Ce EI JPY ever. Amen. oy 
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